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the latter part of October, there were only
about four hundred men fit for duty. The sick
list was large in every company."25

Remaining in St. Louis during the winter,
the regiment was assigned to guard duty at
"McDowell College", an institution which was
used "as a sort of prison" for persons sus-
pected of secession sympathies. Some of the
specimens in the museum having disappeared,
the regiment was held responsible. By general
order the command was publicly disgraced, and
when it embarked for Fort Donelson on Febru-
ary 10, 1862, it did so " without music and with
its colors furled." This disgrace, whether
deserved or not, was soon wiped out by the
bravery manifested at Fort Donelson, where
the Second Iowa led the famous charge.26

During the year 1861 the war had not been
vigorously or skilfully conducted, and conse-
quently the Union arms had suffered during the
campaigns. But the successes in the West in
1862 more than reversed the disasters of 1861.
The first in importance of these victories was
the capture of Fort Donelson on the Cumber-
land River in Tennessee, which opened the way
for the passage of the Union armies up the
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. G-eneral
Q-rant, who had just captured Fort Henry on
the Tennessee River only twelve miles away,
had twenty-seven thousand men, while the gar-